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Principal: Damien Kennedy              Deputy Principal: Stephen O Meara
Address: Dromin Road, Nenagh, Co. Tipperary. E45 VF51
Roll Number: 72440K
Tel: 067 31525    Fax: 067 34005    
Email: adminnenaghcollege@tipperaryetb.ie
Web: www.nenaghcollege.com
Dear Parent(s)/Guardians/Students,

It is that time of the year when students are preparing to submit their CAO applications, if they haven’t already done so.

The CAO form is very straightforward, and it is hard to go wrong. However, given the importance of getting it right, it is worth taking the time and concentrating on the task. The CAO Handbook given to the students in September 2020 provides all the relevant information on courses available and instructions on how to complete the application form.
Please note the 2020 Application Fees and Important Dates:
	5th November (12:00)
	CAO online application facility opens.
CAO Change of Course choices facility opens

	20th January (17:15)
	Apply online by this date to avail of the discounted application fee of €30.

	1st February (17:15)
	Normal closing date for applications.

	1st March (17:15)
	Closing date for amending course choices
Closing date for final completion of online HEAR/DARE forms

	5th March (12:00)
	Late application facility opens.

	15th March (17:15)
	Latest date for HEAR/DARE supporting documentation to arrive in CAO

	1st May (17:15)
	Closing date for late applications

	5th May (12:00)
	Online Change of Mind facility becomes available (Free)

	Before End of May
	Statement of Application Record sent to all applicants
(Contact CAO if you do not receive it)

	1st July (17:15)
	Change of Mind closes

	TBC
	Current year Leaving Certificate results issued

	TBC
	Round 1 offers available from 14:00 online - also issued by e-mail and SMS text.
Applicants who have not received an offer will receive a `Statement of Application` e-mail.


The responsibility of ensuring the CAO application form is completed fully and accurately, rests with the individual applicant. I am, however, available for career guidance and counselling as well as support for the CAO Application and will make every effort to accommodate your child during this process. In addition, I will make the computer room available on Monday, 11th January 2021 from 4-5.00pm, for students who wish to use the schools computers to submit an online application.
 Students, it is important to:

· Register immediately by the 20th of January for the lower fee of €30.00 on www.cao.ie. The CAO site can get very busy closer to the closing date and you might get caught in the rush of online applications.

· Research the courses that you are interested in: www.qualifax.ie is a good starting point. Do not list a course on your CAO Application if  you have NO idea what it is about- Do the research so that you will get a good idea about what you are applying for and what  you will study- it could save you a lot of time and money in the long run!
· Think about what YOU want to do. If college is not for you- there are other options- such as Post Leaving Certificate Courses, Apprenticeship applications (https://apprenticeship.ie/) and Traineeships (https://www.fetchcourses.ie/).
· In order to make the right choice ask yourself: 

What am I good at? What am I interested in? What do I enjoy doing? What do I get praise for? What subjects do I get good marks in school? What do I love to do? Consider your favourite and best subjects.
Some advice for parents:

Listen to your child- and if he/she can back up their choices by showing that they have done the research on courses or choices, then encourage them and make sure that they submit their application in on time! Access routes to college (HEAR & DARE schemes) available at www.accesscollege.ie
Remember – Post Leaving Certificate, Traineeships and Apprenticeships options available. 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you need any further assistance or if you want to arrange a zoom call.

Yours sincerely,

Rochelle Maharaj

Guidance Counsellor

Nenagh College

06731525

Rmaharaj@nenaghcollege.com
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